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After the East Africa Community ( EAC ) and the Southern Africa Development Community ( SA
DC
), also COMESA adopted 
guidelines
for ensuring a seamless application of trade facilitation measures in the region during the
COVID-19 pandemic. The guidelines aim at facilitating the movement of goods and services
(particularly essential goods) 
across the region
.

      

The COMESA regional trade facilitation guidelines were solicited by the COMESA Business
Council, an organisation representing regional and national sectoral, national apex associations,
companies, small and medium enterprises and interest groups present within the COMESA
region, that in a recent position statement  called for the establishment of a common framework
for the facilitation of movement of essential goods and services along the border corridors in the
COMESA region, while implementing the measures against COVID-19. The guidelines
will provide common measures and practices to be applied across the COMESA region and
cover facilitation of cross-border movement of relief and essential supplies, transportation of
goods and cross border freight transport operations, regulation and control of trucks/vehicles,
aircraft and vessels carrying essential goods and services.

  

The COMESA guidelines for the movement of goods and services across the COMESA Region
have been adopted during the last virtually-held extraordinary meeting of the COMESA Council
of Ministers of May 14, 2020. On this occasion, COMESA also announced that an online
platform for exchanging information on availability of essential products within the COMESA
Member States as part of the response measures to the COVID-19 pandemic will be soon
available.
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https://www.tralac.org/documents/resources/covid-19/regional/3405-eac-administrative-guidelines-to-facilitate-movement-of-goods-and-services-during-covid-19-april-2020/file.html
https://www.sadc.int/files/8315/8626/0246/Final_SADC_Guidelines_on_Cross-Border_Transport_during_COVID19-Adopted_on_6_April_2020-ENGLISH.pdf
https://www.sadc.int/files/8315/8626/0246/Final_SADC_Guidelines_on_Cross-Border_Transport_during_COVID19-Adopted_on_6_April_2020-ENGLISH.pdf
https://www.comesa.int/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Guidelines-for-the-Movement-of-Goods-Services-Across-COMESA-Region.pdf
https://www.comesa.int/comesa-minister-meet-agree-to-develop-an-online-information-exchange-platform-to-facilitate-trade-in-the-time-of-covid-19/
http://comesabusinesscouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/THE-COMESA-BUSINESS-COUNCIL-POSITION-STATEMENT_Facilitating-the-Movement-of-Essential-Goods-and-Services-Across-Borders-During-The-Period-of-COVID-19-Pandemic.pdf
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