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Time Release Studies (TRS)
are a particular trade facilitation tool utilized to quantify
the average time for goods
to clear through Customs,
whose adoption – inspired to
similar initiatives undertaken
by the USA and Japan Customs➊ – is recommended
since 1994 by the World Customs Organization (WCO).
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➊ Both Japan and US customs adopted their first TRS on February 1991, to measure the time employed by customs and other governmental agencies to carry out inspections on goods. The Government of Japan in particular, has been able to reduce clearance times, from
arrival of cargo to release of goods, by almost two third within 15 years.

➋ The WCO Revised Kyoto Convention (General Annex Chapter 2), defines customs clearance as the accomplishment of all formalities necessary to allow goods to enter for home use, to be exported or to be placed under another customs procedure, whilst “release” means
(General Annex Chapter 2), the activity whereby customs authorities make goods undergoing clearance at the disposal of the person
concerned. Traditionally, customs authorities do not release goods until all formalities related to the transaction are completed and duties and taxes due are paid. Sometimes, however, the final clearance can be delayed for a number of reasons, such as problems with
goods classification and valuation, missing documents, or appeal process against decision (UNCTAD Trust Fund for Trade Facilitation Negotiations, Technical Note No. 19,“Separating release from clearance procedures”, Rev. 2, July 2008)..
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It should also be noted that the measurement of the time required to release goods has become, to date, the main criterion by which
the international trading community assesses the effectiveness of a Customs administration, being a true indicator of the performance of
Customs.
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➍ See, WCO “Guide to measure the time required for the release of goods” (2002), available at: http://www.wcoomd.org/files/1.%20Public%20files/PDFandDocuments/Procedures%20and%20Facilitation/Time_Release%20_Study_ENG.pdf

➎ This kind of control is generally performed through X-Ray Scanners and other non-intrusive inspection equipment.
➏ T. Matsumoto, S.H. Lee, "Regional Best Practice on Time Release Study”, WCO Regional Office for Capacity Building, October 2007.
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➐ The participation of Customs brokers, trade operators, banks and other agencies (such as Health, Agriculture, etc.) is deemed by the WCO
necessary for the success of a comprehensive study. The participation of customs brokers and other trade operators, in particular, is highly
recommended in order to ascertain the time for the entire clearance chain, i.e. from the time of arrival of the goods in the port/airport/land border to the time they are physically removed from the customs area. To this end, they should be incorporated into the Working Group responsible for the overall project.

➑ Such data are generally less reliable, as they reflect subjective opinions about time release rather than objective tools of measurements.
One example of this method of collecting information is the “World Business Environment Survey” of the World Bank, that utilize a largescale survey (based on a questionnaire) of more than 10000 firms, to obtain time-release data.

Consulenza ed assistenza legale ad
imprese, liberi professionisti, associazioni di categoria, agenzie governative
ed enti pubblici sulle tematiche del:
- diritto doganale
- diritto del commercio internazionale
- diritto tributario internazionale
- diritto comunitario
- contrattualistica internazionale
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